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Trains, buses and stores

A 10th Street transportation center could bring Springfield together
TRANSPORTATION | Neil Schneider

Juan imagine

A one-stop wanspoeraton faality in down-
worwn Springhield filled with the buming of
incomang and cutgoing wavelers looking for
the quickest and mon efficient methods 1o
reach their destination.

This type of proposed faciliny was unveiled
by the Springficld-Sangamon Counry
Regional Planning Commission on Feb. B to
show whar a “multi-modal” hub could look
like ared how it could improve transporation
and economic opportunities in downtewn
with no funding, no dmeine and only vague
oot estirmates, but is intended 1o generae dis-
cuskion,

proposed multi-modal project started afier the
Springfield Mass Transge Disuicy showed ini-
il intores in understanding whar a muli-
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modal center’s impact could be on the down-
tﬂnfppl'lﬂ.ﬁddll‘ﬂ.

“Springfield Mas Transir Distiict original-
by anncunced they were interested in building
a rransir center and the posibility thar pas-
senger rail would be a par of thar interested
us,” Sams mid. “We immediarely saw thar
there were opportunities for wanit, bur abo
posatbalities beyond thar®

The multi-modal center would combine
traing, buses, i cabs, shutde services and
bikeways, while alio serving as a retail and
commercial development. The transponarion
eenter would fearure a bus terminal on the
west sade of the rail wacks, while the rail rer-
allows for five inter-ciry and 30 intra-cigy
bisses o use the faciliny ar the gme dime,

Expens say a multi-modal center on 1ihh
Sareer could create jobs, make travel in
Springficld casier, and provide economic
opportunitics to the area.

Victoria Ringer, executive director of
Diownrewn Springfield, Inc, sid thar one
issue with the currenr rail system an Third
Sereer is that major busineses are already
located chere.

“¥ou have the entire medical disricr,
lisinghausen Impons, historic sives and not
much residerieial howsing in thar area, 5o i
affects commercial activities,” Ringer sid.

Ringer said thar frem the prescntations the
has anended, there appears 10 be more room
on the proposed 10th Sueer kecation for the
doubde-rail eracks that would be required for
the I'n!.ltlj-lﬂ-n-d:.] faciliey, as well as for freight
and I_-u;h-apn.d rail oppartuniies.

Linds Tusdale, managing direcror of the
Springfield Mass Transit Districy, added chas
the sire of the blocks on Third Streer is prok-
ably not big enough w accommaodite 3 muls-
mcsdal faciliry,

“The streer blocks over on Third Streer,
berween the tracks on Third and Fourth, are

ot as big as the ones berween the Minth and
10¢th Streer tracks,” Tisdale mid. *Trying to fit
a tranafer center in that area might be a linle
more difficulr. Other than thar, we prabably
would need 1o have some EngLnEering srudlies
dione about our other options.”

Tisdale aleo said thar the 10th Screet loca-
tion would provide for a safer oppormunity for
pasengers transferring to other rransport-
.

“Righr now we are on Capitol Streer, 5o
when there are functions geing on in down-
town Springfield, we have to move out of thar
ares, 80 we normally move aur operations ©
Second or Jackson Sureer,” Tusdale said. )

“IF we were on 10tk Street, i would elimi-
nare those operational isues (crowing smees
and warching for wraffich for our passengeis If
we wese off sureee (puch as 10th Street) it

wiould be a safer environment fr our pasens =

Bers 1o trandfer from one bus tw another, We

wouldi't have 1o relocae our operations whea ,_
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Green spaces o bulfer zones would provide access fer pedestriams io transportation and businesses.
Planners exy thelr vishon was of a place where people from all comers of the city would coma logethar.

the city has downtown functions and we
could provide beteer shelter for passengers
waiting for transportation, while also adding
additional amenities 1o the area.”

The SSCRPC's proposed design for the
miult-maodal Fality 15 based on the architec-
tural style of Springfields Union Statson,
locared ar 500 E. Madison Screet, which dis-
plays Richardson Romanesque style archivec-
rure. Richardson Romancsque soyle architee-
rure is named after 18th cenmry architect
Henry Hobsen Richardson, who was known
for wsing massive stonc walls, dramanc sems
circular arches and dynamic amounts of
inrerior space.

However, Sims sald, the decisions on the
architectural designs would be up ro whoev-
er develops the site.

SSCRPC envasions the site for the muld-
maodal facility lying along the 10th 5t rail-
road corridor and bound by Ninth Streee o
the west, 11th Street to the cast and also
Washingron and Jeffersan Sueets. The proj-
ect assumed thar there would be the need for
at lease theee rail tracks ar the location, with
the patential expansion of up to five or mare
rail tracks,

The propesal comes at a tme when ¢ty
and county officials have suggested moving
trains from Third Street to 10th Streer vo
ease passenger traffic with the coming of
high-speed Amirak service.

In addition to the multi-modal centes, a
“tranilt-oriented development,” or TOD,
would include a “mixed-use” development
and a single-Family housing development.
“Trusit-oriented development” is based an
the concep that people who depend an
cransin systems such as bus or il gytems

like tor live, thop and work near transis stops

The mixed-use dev rlu|-mml: which
would wwe the two blocks 1o the south of the
}lrll}u.m]. locamon, would include rendennal
and commercial uses as well as public space
This location would provide a link o
Capitol Avenue, while alio creating a new
viewing oppertunity and addinonal sccess ro
the Grear Western Depot, where Abraham
Lincoln gave his farewell speech to
Spnngheld on Feb. 11, 1861

The center would also feanure owo mult-
level parking sorucures. The narth end park
ing complex would provide parking for van-
ous Faciliey enployees, parking for the rail
verminal and potentially rental cans. The
south end parking complex wold be for the
bus terminal and the Sangamon County
Complex, which houses the county court:
house and jail

Along with the rransporaton cenier, the
plan envisions green spaces playgrounds, a
visitors cenner, police saton, hovel and a day
care center. The complex would alia be con-
nected to the Prairie Capital Convention
Center through a sky bridge, which would
connect from Minth Steeet 1o the proposed
UrANSpPOFTALON MiE.

Having variows businesscs and amenities
in a centralized locarion will not anky
encourage economic development in that
area, but will also promore job creation

A single-family housing develapment,
which would use the two blicks 1w the cast
af the plupuw.l sine, would servie a5 a new
hausing oppermunity, but ko a link w
Springfield Housing Ausharirys Genesis

continsed on page 14
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HAVEN POD
Storm Shelters

Abave Ground... fits in your garage

+ Storm Proof
* Bullet Proof

Now you are Safe!

** TO ALL OUR LOYAL CUSTOMERS **
Gallagher’s will be closed
2/28 - 3/5 for remodeling.

We will reopen for business on 3/6 at 4:30 p.m.
We appreciate your patience during
this time and look forward to seeing you soon!

The Staff at Gallagher’s

2242 South 6th Street * 522-8888
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