FEATURE
e . ; ¢ B likely oo vote this month on the Frve-Year

= = et gt or e et g i e e i " S ] Surface Transporarion Reauthorizarion,
Trains, buses and stores

which iz legislation that determines how fed-
Mwﬁ'-"‘m 13 eral ransporearion Funds are spent. The

Republican-sponsored version of the hill,
H.R 7. would remove a rail relocation fund
and other programs that would help
Springfield, especially if high-speed il is
buile through the ciry:

COhne thing is clear concerning the mult-
modal center: If the mracks are not moved or
consolidared fram Third Street to 10th
Streer, then the current proposal for a multi-

Place project. The Genesis Place project began
in 2011 and provides affardable single-family
housing in a neighbarhood serting, Tart of the
Geneda Place the Major Bird
Hi-Rise ar 125 N. 13th 5r., while the rem of

the 41 units are locared on Carpenrer,
Revnolds and Mason streens.
This project site is extimated 1o ke up

cight blocks — about 25 scres — in downtown

Springhield

Ringer mid that by building a multi-modal

facility on 10th Sreet, Springficld would see
an immediare increase in busness.

“The mult-modal cenrer could provide
acces to a neighbarhood, much like if you
live in the Chicago area, where everyone

want o live near the of station.” Ringer mid.

*Yous find your coffee shops, sandwich
shops and convenience mores in these areas,
0 when you have a cansportagon bub like
that and it becomes someane’s place to go to
waork ar come home from work or © wavel,
that’s where husinesses will stare ro pop up.”

Tisdale smaid char if the conceprual draw-
ings by SSCRPC are used for the sive it could
wransform dewnmown Springficld.

“The designs thar the planning commis-

gon have come up with could really areare a
very beaunful space down there and it would
add tremendously to the look of Springficld
as vimtors come in,” Tisdale said. "lv would
cerainly make Ninth Srreer 3 much more
artractive area and when you add in the green
spaces {areas for visitors o walk through) it
creares a very pleazant armosphere for folks,”

In addition w improving the business -
mate and the visual appeal of downown
Spnngﬁdd. the creation of 3 mult-modal
ceneer also could serve as 3 new sowree of job
ChEation.

Leroy Jordan, chairman of dhe Rail lsues
Tiask Force for the Faith Coalition for the
Lommon Crood, sid thar the mulu-modal
idea would be a grear job opperuniny for
members of the Springfield comeuniy,

“Any busines or way thar we can bring

This rendering provides a view of the passenger rall terminal loking from sast o west, with
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jobs into our community will help the whole
communirty,” Jordan sid. *“If we have mem-
bers of the community working and con-
triburing o the econamic welfare of the com-
munity thoss are just more posinves.”

Then there's the isue of funding for the
multi-modal faciliey,

Currently, Springfield doesn's have enough
funds for a projecr like this, bur the mulu-
miadal center in Bloomington-Mormal, which
is expected 1o open in July, could serve as an
example of how to ger the process starred

In February 2010, Normal received a fed-
eral Iransponacion Investment [;rn;rauns
Economic Recovery (TIGER) grany thar

accounts for $22 million of the estimared $43
million project.

The TIGER grant program, created in the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009, gives out federal funding for projects
that combine rransportation with economic
development, the environment and other cri-
b,

Tisdale said thar based on her 2009 figures
the project in Springficd would cost around
£48 million. She also said dhat SMTD has
applied for Brants and obuined some fund-
ing. but not enough for whar it will cost vo
build a muli-medal facility,

“We have applied for funding and received
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some funding for the land acquisition and
Fmrﬁmin: ry engineering wark, but we our-
rently do not have enough funding for either
one or for the construction costs,” Tisdale
said.

Tisdale said that if the TIGER grant pro-

gram is il |:|-ril1g funded when the final deci-

sion is made on where the high-speed il gys-
tem will go in Springfield, then “we will defi-
nitely go after those kinds of funds becaise it
might be best ar this point, given the funding
mechanisms that are available.”

However, the mult-modal COnCEpt Fauves
ancther hurdle.

The Republican-controlled LS, House is

masdal center will likely not happen.

Ir’s a reneative plan with no funding, no
meline for completion and no overall cost
extimate, but Sims sid the purpose of the
presenmion was to give people an idea of
whar could potentially become a new trans-
portation hub, while also demonstraring
some of the difficulties that could come with
creating a muli-modal facliy

“We wanted 1o have something that
would get people chinking abour what some
of the challenges would be, in terms of what
uspes the facilives would have,” Sims said.
*From our end, there are also some ideas
within this TOD} thar could potentially be
used for other places, 50 we can stare I"'“‘k'i"'l.'s
ar those for a lor of different purposes.” O
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Tha SMTD bus terminal, foreground, would ba between Ninth and 10th streats, Adams and Jeferson, with parking strechsres on sither end.
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